
The Joint Charlotte County - Punta Gorda 
and Lee MPO Meeting has changed from 

10:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 



JOINT MEETING OF THE CHARLOTTE COUNTY-PUNTA GORDA METROPOLITAN 
PLANNING ORGANIZATION BOARD AND LEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING 

ORGANIZATION BOARD 

February 22, 2019 
9:30 a.m.  

Lee County Administration East Building 
2201 Second Street, Room 118 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 
239-244-2220

LEE COUNTY MPO AGENDA - 9:30AM 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

L1.    Public Comments will be Taken at Each Item 

Public Hearing Item 

L2.  ^*Approval of an Amendment to the FY 2018/2019 through FY 2022/2023 Transportation 
Improvement Program to add a Big Carlos Project Phase for FDOT Staff Time (Don Scott) 

New Business 

L3.   Federal Certification Close Out Presentation (FHWA)  

L4.  MPOAC Legislative Update  

L5.   Public Comments on Items not on the Agenda 

^Roll Call Vote *Action Items     +May Require Action

LEE COUNTY/CHARLOTTE COUNTY-PUNTA GORDA MPO AGENDA – 
10:00AM 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance

2. Chairs’ Comments/Previous Meeting Summary

3. Public Comments on the Agenda Items

www.ccmpo.com/wp/attachments/Joint%20Lee-Charlotte%20February%2022%2C%202019/attachment%202_Minutes%202-16-18.pdf


4. Approval of the Agenda

5. Status Report on the Burnt Store Road Corridor Improvements

6. Status Report on the Babcock Ranch Development and the SR 31 Improvements

7. Update on the SUN Trail Projects in Lee and Charlotte Counties

8. Information on the I-75 Purple Heart Highway Designation Efforts

9. Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Report

10. Next Meeting Date

11. Staff Comments

12. Member Comments

13. Public Comments

14. Adjournment

All interested parties are invited to appear and be heard on each of the above items.  Written comments filed with the MPO will 
be considered.  Copies of all of the above proposed documents are available by calling the Lee MPO Office at 239-244-2220 or the 
Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO Office at 941-883-3535. 

THIS NOTICE is published pursuant to the requirements of the Federal Laws, Florida Statutes and MPO Policy. NO 
STENOGRAPHIC RECORD BY A CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER IS MADE OF THIS MEETING.  ACCORDINGLY, ANY 
PERSON WHO MAY SEEK TO APPEAL ANY DECISIONS INVOLVING THE MATTER NOTICED HEREIN WILL BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE AT THIS MEETING 
UPON WHICH ANY APPEAR IS TO BE BASED. 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Persons 
who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free 
of charge) should contact the Lee MPO at 239-244-2220 or the Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO at 941-883-3535 at least seven (7) 
days prior to the meeting. 

THE MPO’S PLANNING PROCESS IS CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 
1964 AND RELATED STATUTES. ANY PERSON OR BENEFICIARY WHO BELIEVES HE/SHE HAS BEEN DISCRIMINATED 
AGAINST BECAUSE OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, AGE, NATIONAL ORIGIN, DISABILITY OR FAMILY STATUS MAY 
FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE LEE MPO TITLE VI COORDINATOR CALANDRA BARRACO (239) 244-2220 OR BY 
WRITING HER AT P. O. Box 150045, CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA 33915 OR THE CHARLOTTE COUNTY-PUNTA GORDA MPO 
TITLE VI COORDINATOR WENDY W. SCOTT AT (941) 883-3535 OR BY WRITING HER AT 25550 HARBOR VIEW ROAD, 
SUITE 4, PORT CHARLOTTE, FL  33980 

www.ccmpo.com/wp/attachments/Joint%20Lee-Charlotte%20February%2022%2C%202019/5_%20joint%20attachment.pdf
www.ccmpo.com/wp/attachments/Joint%20Lee-Charlotte%20February%2022%2C%202019/6_%20joint%20attachment.pdf
www.ccmpo.com/wp/attachments/Joint%20Lee-Charlotte%20February%2022%2C%202019/7%20joint%20attachement.pdf
www.ccmpo.com/wp/attachments/Joint%20Lee-Charlotte%20February%2022%2C%202019/8%20Purple%20Heart%20Highway%20attachment.pdf














 
Agenda Item 5 

Joint Lee Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO 2/22/2019 
 
 

STATUS OF THE BURNT STORE ROAD CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS  
 
Attachments: Map of Burnt Store Road Corridor in Charlotte and Lee 

Counties 
 
Discussion Item:  Burnt Store Road Corridor Improvements Status Report   
 
Background 
Burnt Store Road is a north/south two-lane undivided rural roadway that runs from Pine 
Island Road in Lee County to US 41 in Charlotte County.  Capacity improvements to the 
roadway were recommended in the Burnt Store Road-Veterans Parkway-Colonial 
Boulevard Bi-County Corridor Study that was completed in 2005. The study called for 
widening the Burnt Store Road Corridor from two to four lanes from Pine Island Road (SR 
78) to I-75 in Charlotte County. The corridor is identified as a critical evacuation route for 
both Charlotte County and the City of Cape Coral. 
 
Project Development - Lee County 
The Lee County DOT segmented the Burnt Store Road project into three different 
segments from Pine Island Road (SR 78) to Van Buren Parkway using local and 
Transportation Regional Incentive Program (TRIP) Funding.  The Lee County South 
segment on Burnt Store Road project is from Pine Island Road (SR 78) to Tropicana 
Parkway.  Construction is programmed for next year in the Lee County Capital 
Improvement Element and the completion is planned for the fall of 2023. The Central 
Burnt Store Road project is from Tropicana Parkway to Diplomat Parkway and the 
Construction phase is now underway and the completion is planned for the spring of 2020. 
The North Burnt Store Road widening to four lanes from Diplomat Parkway to Van Buren 
Parkway was completed last year. In addition to road capacity improvements, all three 
segments will include a 10’ shared use path on the east side, a sidewalk on the west side, 
and bike lanes. The remainder of the Burnt Store Road project in Lee County from Van 
Buren Parkway to the Charlotte County line is programmed for a Project Development & 
Environment Study (PD&E) that will start next year.  
 
Project Development - Charlotte County 
In Charlotte County, capacity improvements include four-laning, with the addition of 
bicycle lanes and sidewalks on Burnt Store Road from the Lee County line to US 41, 
divided into three phases.  Phases I and III of Burnt Store Road are complete.  Phase III 
is from the Lee County Line to a point north of Zemel Road and Phase I from south of 
Notre Dame Blvd. to US 41.  
 
Phase II from south of Zemel Rd to a point north of Notre Dame Blvd is listed for 
construction in the MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and the Charlotte 
County CIP. Construction plans are 100% complete for this portion. The County is 
working through the permitting process with SWFWMD for handling storm water 
retention and run-off and is 100% complete.  Right of Way (ROW) acquisition is 
underway and a court date is scheduled for February 28, 2019 for land acquisition. 
Construction funds are programmed in the current Charlotte County budget. In the 
recent FDOT Draft Tentative Work Program, $1,000,000 in TRIP funds have been 
programmed for Construction in FY 2018/19. Charlotte County is requesting $5 million 



towards TRIP in the upcoming Project Priorities. The updated cost for construction of 
this project is $30.4 million. 
 
The section of North Jones Loop Road from US 41 to Piper Road is also part of the 
Corridor Study as it connects the Corridor to I-75 and Piper Road.  The six-laning of the 
North Jones Loop Road section is in the Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO’s TIP for a 
PD&E.  The FY 2020-2024 FDOT Draft Tentative Work Program $1,220,000 advanced 
the PD&E Study to FY 2019/2020. 
 
Recommendation 
At the April 12, 2012, Joint Lee/Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO meeting, it was 
agreed that the Burnt Store Road Corridor is a regional road that is critical to evacuation 
efforts for Lee and Charlotte Counties.  Both Counties have identified funds to complete 
significant segments of the roadway expansion in the Corridor but more remains to be 
done. The MPO Boards agreed to make completion of the needed improvements the 
annual Joint TRIP project priority submitted to FDOT until completion of all segments of 
the roadway.  FDOT should continue to work with the respective County, City and MPO 
staffs to complete all segments. 







 
Agenda Item 6 

Joint Lee Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO 2/22/2019 
 
 
 

STATUS REPORT ON THE BABCOCK RANCH DEVELOPMENT  
AND THE SR 31 IMPROVEMENTS  

 
 
Attachments: 1. Map of SR 31 Corridor in Charlotte and Lee Counties 
 2. Map from Babcock Ranch – SR 31 Phase I & II 
 
 
Discussion Item:  SR 31 Corridor Improvements Status Report   
 
Background 

SR 31 is a north/south two-lane undivided rural roadway that runs from SR 80 in Lee 
County to SR 70 in DeSoto County. The roadway currently carries between 4600-6600 
vehicles daily of which approximately 28% are trucks. The roadway was also recently 
added to the Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) as an emerging facility (based on meeting 
the SIS criteria).  Capacity improvements to the roadway are included in the Lee and 
Charlotte County-Punta Gorda LRTP Cost Feasible plans to meet future traffic needs. 
There are also future plans to build an extension of SR 31 from SR 70 to US 17 in Arcadia.  
 
Projects in Lee and Charlotte County 
 
 SR 31 from SR 80 (Palm Beach Blvd.) to SR 78 (Bayshore Road) – A Project 

Development and Environment Study is programmed to start this year. 
 SR 31 at Wilson Pigott Draw Bridge – Bridge repair and rehabilitation is programmed 

for FY 2019/2020.   
 SR 31 from SR 78 in Lee County to the Northern Babcock Entrance in Charlotte 

County – Currently there is a Project Development and Environment Study being 
conducted by FDOT looking at the road widening alternatives. The road will be 
constructed by the Babcock Ranch Independent Special District.  

 SR 31 at CR 74 – A high crash intersection that includes Design for Intersection 
Improvements is programmed for FY 2019/2020 in the Charlotte County Draft 
Tentative Work Program.  Construction of a roundabout, the recommended 
improvement is yet to be programmed.  

 SR 78 from I-75 to SR 31 – A Project Development and Environment Study is 
programmed to start next year. 

   
Development of Babcock Ranch will have a significant impact on improvements to SR 31. 
Gary Nelson, Sr. V.P. Planning & Development, Babcock Ranch, Kitson & Partners will 
present a brief update on the current development status of Babcock Ranch.   





B)      Phase II: SR 31 From North River Road (CR 78) to North of Cook Brown Road
• 2 to 4 Lanes
• 3.6 Miles

A)      Phase I: SR 31 From SR 78 to North River Road (CR 78)
• 2 to 4 Lanes
• 1.53 Miles

S.R. 78

Babcock
Ranch

S.
R.

 3
1

C.R. 78

S.R. 80



 
Agenda Item 7 

Joint Lee Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO 2/22/2019 
 
 
 

UPDATE ON THE SUN TRAIL PROJECTS IN LEE AND CHARLOTTE 
COUNTIES  

 
Attachment: A. SUN Trail Network 

B. SUN Trail Power Point Brief for Charlotte County 
 
Discussion:  Status of the Sun Trail projects in Lee and Charlotte 

County 
 
Two proposed projects in Charlotte County and two in Lee County were awarded Shared 
Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Program funds during the 2016 funding cycle.  In addition, 
a trail feasibility study was awarded to Charlotte County during the 2018 funding cycle.  
To qualify for SUN Trail funds, projects must be along trails identified in FDOT’s SUN 
Trail Network (Attachment A).  
 
The status of the three (3) SUN Trail funded individual trail projects in Charlotte County 
are as follows (Attachment B): 
 

• The construction phase for the Harborwalk Phase 1B, Southern Boardwalk 
under US 41 Bridges, has been completed.  Harborwalk Phase 1A was 
damaged by Hurricane Irma.  Official opening of the trail will be held once 
repairs are complete. 
 

• The North Alligator Creek Pedestrian Bridge on US 41 is close to being let for 
construction.  The project is being managed by the City of Punta Gorda. 

 
• The trail feasibility study has been included in FDOT’s 2019-2024 Tentative 

Work Program and is programmed in FY 2019/2020.  The project calls for a 
trail from the Myakka State Forest to US 41.  The feasibility study will explore 
possible trails through the Murdock Village CRA and will be managed by 
Charlotte County. 

 
The status of the two SUN Trail funded individual trail projects in Lee County are as 
follows: 
 

• 90% design for a 12’ wide multi-use Trail on Van Buren Parkway from Burnt 
Store Road to El Dorado Parkway, El Dorado Parkway from Van Buren 
Parkway to Kismet Parkway and Kismet Parkway from El Dorado Parkway to 
Del Prado Boulevard is currently under way.  The project is being managed by 
the City of Cape Coral.  Design is expected to be completed by May 2019.   
 

• Construction of the above (except for the Kismet Parkway segment from 
Nelson Road to Del Prado Boulevard) is programmed this year.  Construction 
is funded with $3,632,934 in SUN Trail and $1,445,051 in Lee MPO SU funds.  
Tentative letting date for construction is summer of 2019. 
 
 



• Tentative letting date for the design for the John Yarbrough Linear Park Trail 
Extension from north of Colonial Boulevard to Hanson Street is late March/early 
April 2019.  Design is funded at a cost of $685,748 and will be managed by the 
City of Fort Myers.  A conceptual design for the proposed trail was developed 
as part of a feasibility study completed last year. The conceptual design calls 
for a trailhead at Hanson Street, on street parking on the Palm Avenue cul-de- 
sac below the Metro Parkway flyover, 12’ shared use path within the project 
limits, and a pedestrian overpass at Colonial Boulevard that will facilitate a safe 
connection from the proposed trail to the existing JYLP trail south of Colonial 
Boulevard.   

 





CHARLOTTE COUNTY-PUNTA 

GORDA MPO

FEBRUARY 22, 2019

SUN -Trail Update



Charlotte County in the SW Region



Trail Network Along the Corridor

Charlotte County SUN Trails



Charlotte County Multi-Use Trails



Trail Network Along the Corridor

Charlotte County SUN Trails- Feasibility Study



QUESTIONS ?



 
Agenda Item 8 

Joint Lee Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO 2/22/2019 
 
 
 

INFORMATION ON THE I-75 PURPLE HEART HIGHWAY 
DESIGNATION EFFORTS  

 
Recommendation:       Discuss and consider passing this initiative to the 

Boards of County Commissioners making this a 
regional initiative for the State Legislature 

 
Attachment: Florida Purple Heart Highways/Trails Map 
 
Discussion Item:  I-75 Purple Heart Highway Initiative   
 
Background 
Charlotte County MPO had inquired of FDOT to install signs on I-75 in Charlotte County 
as a Purple Heart Friendly Community.  FDOT policy is to limit extraneous sign messages 
or information on limited access facilities like I-75.  However, designation of a State 
highway facility is an act of the legislature and has been done in many cases.  Charlotte 
County-Punta Gorda MPO Board discussion has considered a regional initiative to 
designate all I-75 in Florida as a Purple Heart Highway. 
 
Some background, in 1992 the Military Order of the Purple Heart, a national organization, 
established a program to identify a symbolic “Purple Heart Trail” throughout all 50 States, 
Puerto Rico and Guam.  That has been accomplished.  Florida has designated the “Purple 
Heart Memorial Highway” on I-75 from Ocala City limits to the Georgia State line.  US 27 
is designated a “Purple Heart Highway” essentially the length of the State.  The 
designations of a transportation facility are an act of the Legislature, and erection of 
appropriate markers are contingent on appropriate city or county commissions passing a 
resolution in support of the honorary designation before FDOT installs signage.   
 
An interesting study is the establishment of three Purple Heart Trails in the State of Texas.  
One is on I-35 from Laredo to Gainesville, Texas on the Red River.  The second, I-40 
across the Texas Panhandle, and the last I-37 from South Padre Island to San Antonio.  
The markers were designed, constructed and erected by TxDOT funded entirely by 
donations raised by San Antonio’s Alamo Chapter 1836 of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart.  Texas Legislature was required to pass a Senate Bill designating these roadways 
which was signed into law by the governor of Texas.  Donations for the signage was 
established so that the signs were spaced no greater than 100-mile intervals.  For the I-
40 and I-37 Interstate Highways the total donated for signage was $25,212. 
 
Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO is encouraging local county commissions to support 
making this a regional initiative of the legislature. 
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